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If this Form is a post-effective amendment filed pursuant to Rule 462(c) under the Securities Act, check the following
box and list the Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same
offering. ☐

If this form is a registration statement pursuant to General Instruction I.D. or a post-effective amendment thereto that
shall become effective upon filing with the Commission pursuant to Rule 462(e) under the Securities Act, check the
following box. ☐
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If this form is a post-effective amendment to a registration statement filed pursuant to General Instruction I.D. filed to
register additional securities or additional classes of securities pursuant to Rule 413(b) under the Securities Act, check
the following box. ☐

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is a large accelerated filer, an accelerated filer, a non-accelerated filer,
or a smaller reporting company. See definition of “large accelerated filer,” “accelerated filer” and “smaller reporting
company” in Rule 12b-2 of the Exchange Act.

Large accelerated filer ☐Accelerated filer  ☐Non-accelerated filer ☐Smaller reporting company ☑

CALCULATION OF REGISTRATION FEE

Title of Each Class of Securities
To Be Registered (1)

Amount To Be
Registered(1)

Proposed
Maximum
Offering Price
Per Share(1)

Proposed
Maximum
Aggregate
Offering
Price(1)

Amount of
Registration
Fee (2)

Common Stock, par value $0.001 per share
Preferred Stock, par value $0.001 per share
Debt Securities
Warrants
Units
Total $12,000,000 $ 1,208.40

(1)

This registration statement covers up to $12,000,000 of an indeterminate principal amount or number of the
securities of each identified class of securities. Pursuant to Rule 416 under the Securities Act of 1933, as amended
(the “Securities Act”), the securities being registered hereunder include such indeterminate (i) number of shares of
common stock, preferred stock, warrants and units as may be issuable with respect to the securities being registered
hereunder as a result of stock splits, stock dividends or similar transactions and (ii) number or amount of such
securities as may be issued upon conversion, redemption, repurchase, exchange or exercise of any securities being
registered hereunder, including under any applicable anti-dilution adjustment.

(2)

This registration statement includes unsold securities that had previously been registered under the registrant’s
registration statement on Form S-3 (SEC File No. 333-183540) filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission
on August 24, 2012 (the “Prior Registration Statement”).  In accordance with Rule 457(p) of the Securities Act,
$1,208.40 of the registration fee paid for the unsold securities on the Prior Registration Statement will be used to
offset the current registration fee. As a result, no additional filing fee is paid herewith.

The registrant hereby amends this registration statement on such date or dates as may be necessary to delay its
effective date until the registrant shall file a further amendment which specifically states that this registration
statement shall thereafter become effective in accordance with Section 8(a) of the Securities Act of 1933, as amended,
or until the registration statement shall become effective on such date as the Securities and Exchange Commission,
acting pursuant to said Section 8(a), may determine.
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The information in this prospectus is not complete and may be changed. We may not sell these securities until the
registration statement filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission is effective. This prospectus is not an offer
to sell these securities and it is not soliciting an offer to buy these securities in any state where the offer or sale is not
permitted.

Subject to Completion, dated December 18, 2015

PROSPECTUS

$12,000,000

Common Stock
Preferred Stock
Debt Securities
Warrants
Units

HOUSTON AMERICAN ENERGY CORP.

We may, from time to time in one or more offerings, offer and sell up to $12,000,000 in the aggregate of common
stock, preferred stock, debt securities, warrants to purchase common stock, preferred stock or debt securities, or any
combination of the foregoing, either individually or as units comprised of one or more of the other securities.

This prospectus provides a general description of the securities we may offer. We will provide the specific terms of
the securities offered in one or more supplements to this prospectus. We may also authorize one or more free writing
prospectuses to be provided to you in connection with these offerings. You should read carefully this prospectus, the
applicable prospectus supplement and any related free writing prospectus, as well as any documents incorporated by
reference before you invest in any of our securities. This prospectus may not be used to offer or sell any securities
unless accompanied by the applicable prospectus supplement.

Our common stock is listed on the NYSE MKT under the symbol “HUSA.”

As of December 15, 2015, the aggregate market value of our outstanding common stock held by non-affiliates was
approximately $7.7 million, based on 52,169,945 shares of outstanding common stock, of which approximately 11.57
million shares are held by affiliates, and a price of $0.1899 per share, which was the last reported sale price of our
common stock on the NYSE MKT on December 15, 2015. As of the date of this prospectus, we have not offered any
securities pursuant to General Instruction I.B.6. of Form S-3 during the prior 12 calendar month period that ends on,
and including, the date of this prospectus. So long as we are subject to Instruction I.B.6. of Form S-3, under no
circumstances will we offer securities under this Prospectus in any 12 calendar month period having an aggregate
market value greater than one-third of the aggregate market value of the voting and non-voting common equity held
by our non-affiliates.

Investing in our securities involves risk. You should carefully review the risks and uncertainties described under the
heading “Risk Factors” beginning on page 5 of this prospectus and contained in the applicable prospectus supplement
and any related free writing prospectus.

We will sell these securities directly to investors, through agents designated from time to time or to or through
underwriters or dealers. For additional information on the methods of sale, you should refer to the section entitled “Plan
of Distribution” in this prospectus. If any underwriters are involved in the sale of any securities with respect to which
this prospectus is being delivered, the names of such underwriters and any applicable commissions or discounts will
be set forth in a prospectus supplement. The price to the public of such securities and the net proceeds we expect to
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receive from such sale will also be set forth in a prospectus supplement.

Neither the Securities and Exchange Commission nor any state securities commission has approved or disapproved of
these securities or determined if this prospectus is truthful or complete. Any representation to the contrary is a
criminal offense.

The date of this prospectus is [             ], 2015
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ABOUT THIS PROSPECTUS

This prospectus is part of a registration statement that we filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission, or the
SEC, using a “shelf” registration process. Under this shelf registration process, we may from time to time sell common
stock, preferred stock, debt securities or warrants to purchase common stock, preferred stock or debt securities, or any
combination of the foregoing, either individually or as units comprised of one or more of the other securities, in one or
more offerings up to a total dollar amount of $12,000,000. We have provided to you in this prospectus a general
description of the securities we may offer. Each time we sell securities under this shelf registration, we will, to the
extent required by law, provide a prospectus supplement that will contain specific information about the terms of that
offering. We may also authorize one or more free writing prospectuses to be provided to you that may contain
material information relating to these offerings. The prospectus supplement and any related free writing prospectus
that we may authorize to be provided to you may also add, update or change information contained in this prospectus
or in any documents that we have incorporated by reference into this prospectus. To the extent there is a conflict
between the information contained in this prospectus and the prospectus supplement or any related free writing
prospectus, you should rely on the information in the prospectus supplement or the related free writing prospectus;
provided that if any statement in one of these documents is inconsistent with a statement in another document having a
later date — for example, a document incorporated by reference in this prospectus or any prospectus supplement or any
related free writing prospectus — the statement in the document having the later date modifies or supersedes the earlier
statement.

We have not authorized any dealer, agent or other person to give any information or to make any representation other
than those contained or incorporated by reference in this prospectus and any accompanying prospectus supplement.
You must not rely upon any information or representation not contained or incorporated by reference in this
prospectus or an accompanying prospectus supplement. This prospectus and the accompanying prospectus
supplement, if any, do not constitute an offer to sell or the solicitation of an offer to buy any securities other than the
registered securities to which they relate, nor do this prospectus and the accompanying prospectus supplement
constitute an offer to sell or the solicitation of an offer to buy securities in any jurisdiction to any person to whom it is
unlawful to make such offer or solicitation in such jurisdiction. You should not assume that the information contained
in this prospectus, any applicable prospectus supplement or any related free writing prospectus is accurate on any date
subsequent to the date set forth on the front of the document or that any information we have incorporated by
reference is correct on any date subsequent to the date of the document incorporated by reference (as our business,
financial condition, results of operations and prospects may have changed since that date), even though this
prospectus, any applicable prospectus supplement or any related free writing prospectus is delivered or securities are
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sold on a later date.

As permitted by the rules and regulations of the SEC, the registration statement, of which this prospectus forms a part,
includes additional information not contained in this prospectus. You may read the registration statement and the other
reports we file with the SEC at the SEC’s web site or at the SEC’s offices described below under the heading “Where
You Can Find Additional Information.”

1
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SUMMARY

This summary highlights selected information from this prospectus and does not contain all of the information that
you need to consider in making your investment decision. You should carefully read the entire prospectus, including
the risks of investing discussed under “Risk Factors” beginning on page 5, the information incorporated by reference,
including our financial statements, and the exhibits to the registration statement of which this prospectus is a part.
When used in this prospectus, the terms “Houston American Energy”, “we”, “our”, “us” or the “Company” refer to Houston
American Energy Corp. and its consolidated subsidiaries, unless otherwise indicated or as the context otherwise
requires.

About Houston American Energy Corp.

Houston American Energy Corp. is an independent oil and gas company focused on the development, exploration,
exploitation, acquisition and production of natural gas and crude oil properties in the U.S. Gulf Coast region and in
South America. Our oil and gas assets and operations are concentrated primarily in the South American country of
Colombia and in the U.S. onshore Gulf Coast region, particularly Texas and Louisiana.

We focus on early identification of, and entrance into, existing and emerging resource plays.  We typically seek to
partner with larger operators in the development of resources or retain interests, with or without contribution on our
part, in prospects identified, packaged and promoted to larger operators. By entering these plays earlier and partnering
with, or promoting to, larger operators, we believe we can capture larger resource potential at lower cost and minimize
our exposure to drilling risks and costs and ongoing operating costs.

We, along with our partners, actively manage our resources through opportunistic acquisitions and divestitures where
reserves can be identified, developed, monetized and financial resources redeployed with the objective of growing
reserves, production and shareholder value.

Our executive offices are located at 801 Travis, Suite 1425, Houston, Texas 77002, and our telephone number is (713)
222-6966. Our corporate website is located at www.houstonamericanenergy.com. We make available free of charge
through our Internet website our annual report on Form 10-K, quarterly reports on Form 10-Q, current reports on
Form 8-K, and amendments to those reports filed or furnished pursuant to Section 13(a) or 15(d) of the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, or the Exchange Act, as soon as reasonably practicable after we electronically file
such material with, or furnish it to, the SEC. Information on our website does not constitute part of this prospectus or
any prospectus supplement.

The Securities We May Offer

We may offer shares of our common stock and preferred stock, various series of debt securities and warrants to
purchase any of such securities, either individually or in units, with a total value of up to $12,000,000 from time to
time under this prospectus, together with any applicable prospectus supplement and related free writing prospectus, at
prices and on terms to be determined by market conditions at the time of offering. If we issue any debt securities at a
discount from their original stated principal amount, then, for purposes of calculating the total dollar amount of all
securities issued under this prospectus, we will treat the initial offering price of the debt securities as the total original
principal amount of the debt securities. Each time we offer securities under this prospectus, we will provide offerees
with a prospectus supplement that will describe the specific amounts, prices and other important terms of the
securities being offered, including, to the extent applicable:

–designation or classification;

–aggregate principal amount or aggregate offering price;
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–maturity, if applicable;

–original issue discount, if any;

–rates and times of payment of interest or dividends, if any;

2
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–redemption, conversion, exchange or sinking fund terms, if any;

–conversion or exchange prices or rates, if any, and, if applicable, any provisions for changes to or adjustments in the
conversion or exchange prices or rates and in the securities or other property receivable upon conversion or exchange;

–ranking;

–restrictive covenants, if any;

–voting or other rights, if any; and

–important United States federal income tax considerations.

A prospectus supplement and any related free writing prospectus that we may authorize to be provided to you may
also add, update or change information contained in this prospectus or in documents we have incorporated by
reference. However, no prospectus supplement or free writing prospectus will offer a security that is not registered and
described in this prospectus at the time of the effectiveness of the registration statement of which this prospectus is a
part.

We may sell the securities to or through underwriters, dealers or agents or directly to purchasers. We, as well as any
agents acting on our behalf, reserve the sole right to accept and to reject in whole or in part any proposed purchase of
securities. Each prospectus supplement will set forth the names of any underwriters, dealers or agents involved in the
sale of securities described in that prospectus supplement and any applicable fee, commission or discount
arrangements with them, details regarding any over-allotment option granted to them, and net proceeds to us. The
following is a summary of the securities we may offer with this prospectus.

Common Stock

We currently have authorized 150,000,000 shares of common stock, par value $0.001 per share. We may offer shares
of our common stock either alone or underlying other registered securities convertible into or exercisable for our
common stock. Holders of our common stock are entitled to such dividends as our board of directors may declare
from time to time out of legally available funds, subject to the preferential rights of the holders of any shares of our
preferred stock that are outstanding or that we may issue in the future. We pay dividends from time to time as
determined by our board of directors. Each holder of our common stock is entitled to one vote per share. In this
prospectus, we provide a general description of, among other things, the rights and restrictions that apply to holders of
our common stock.

Preferred Stock

We currently have authorized 10,000,000 shares of preferred stock, par value $0.001 per share, none of which are
outstanding. Under our certificate of incorporation, our board of directors has the authority to issue shares of our
preferred stock in one or more series and to fix or alter the rights, preferences, privileges and restrictions granted to or
imposed upon any series of preferred stock. The particular terms of each class or series of preferred stock, including
redemption privileges, liquidation preferences, voting rights, dividend rights and/or conversion rights, will be more
fully described in the applicable prospectus supplement relating to the preferred stock offered thereby.

The rights, preferences, privileges and restrictions granted to or imposed upon any series of preferred stock that we
offer and sell under this prospectus and applicable prospectus supplements will be set forth in a certificate of
designation relating to the series. We will incorporate by reference into the registration statement of which this
prospectus is a part the form of any certificate of designation that describes the terms of the series of preferred stock

Edgar Filing: HOUSTON AMERICAN ENERGY CORP - Form S-3

10



we are offering before the issuance of shares of that series of preferred stock. You should read any prospectus
supplement and any free writing prospectus that we may authorize to be provided to you related to the series of
preferred stock being offered, as well as the complete certificate of designation that contains the terms of the
applicable series of preferred stock.
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Debt Securities

We may offer general debt obligations, which may be secured or unsecured, senior or subordinated and convertible
into shares of our common stock. In this prospectus, we refer to the senior debt securities and the subordinated debt
securities together as the “debt securities.” We may issue debt securities under a note purchase agreement or under an
indenture to be entered between us and a trustee; a form of the indenture is included as an exhibit to the registration
statement of which this prospectus is a part. The indenture does not limit the amount of securities that may be issued
under it and provides that debt securities may be issued in one or more series. The senior debt securities will have the
same rank as all of our other indebtedness that is not subordinated. The subordinated debt securities will be
subordinated to our senior debt on terms set forth in the applicable prospectus supplement. In addition, the
subordinated debt securities will be effectively subordinated to creditors and preferred stockholders of our
subsidiaries. Our board of directors will determine the terms of each series of debt securities being offered. This
prospectus contains only general terms and provisions of the debt securities. The applicable prospectus supplement
will describe the particular terms of the debt securities offered thereby. You should read any prospectus supplement
and any free writing prospectus that we may authorize to be provided to you related to the series of debt securities
being offered, as well as the complete note agreements and/or indentures that contain the terms of the debt securities.
Forms of indentures are incorporated by reference as exhibits to the registration statement of which this prospectus is
a part, and supplemental indentures and forms of debt securities containing the terms of debt securities being offered
will be incorporated by reference into the registration statement of which this prospectus is a part from reports we file
with the SEC.

Warrants

We may offer warrants for the purchase of shares of our common stock or preferred stock or of debt securities. We
may issue the warrants by themselves or together with preferred stock, common stock or debt securities, and the
warrants may be attached to or separate from any offered securities. Each series of warrants will be issued under a
separate warrant agreement to be entered into between us and the investors or a warrant agent. Our board of directors
will determine the terms of the warrants. This prospectus contains only general terms and provisions of the warrants.
The applicable prospectus supplement will describe the particular terms of the warrants being offered thereby. You
should read any prospectus supplement and any free writing prospectus that we may authorize to be provided to you
related to the series of warrants being offered, as well as the complete warrant agreements that contain the terms of the
warrants. Specific warrant agreements will contain additional important terms and provisions and will be incorporated
by reference into the registration statement of which this prospectus is a part from reports we file with the SEC.

Units

We may offer units consisting of our common stock or preferred stock, debt securities and/or warrants to purchase any
of these securities in one or more series. We may evidence each series of units by unit certificates that we will issue
under a separate agreement. We may enter into unit agreements with a unit agent. Each unit agent will be a bank or
trust company that we select. We will indicate the name and address of the unit agent in the applicable prospectus
supplement relating to a particular series of units. This prospectus contains only a summary of certain general features
of the units. The applicable prospectus supplement will describe the particular features of the units being offered
thereby. You should read any prospectus supplement and any free writing prospectus that we may authorize to be
provided to you related to the series of units being offered, as well as the complete unit agreements that contain the
terms of the units. Specific unit agreements will contain additional important terms and provisions and will be
incorporated by reference into the registration statement of which this prospectus is a part from reports we file with
the SEC.
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RISK FACTORS

Before making an investment decision, you should carefully consider the risks described under “Risk Factors” in the
applicable prospectus supplement and in our most recent Annual Report on Form 10-K, or any updates in our
Quarterly Reports on Form 10-Q, together with all of the other information appearing in this prospectus or
incorporated by reference into this prospectus and any applicable prospectus supplement.  Our business, financial
condition and results of operations could be materially adversely affected by any of these risks.  Furthermore, the
trading price of our securities could decline due to any of these risks, and you may lose all or part of your investment.

SPECIAL NOTE REGARDING FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS

Certain statements contained in or incorporated by reference into this prospectus, our filings with the SEC and our
public releases, including, but not limited to, information regarding the status and progress of our operating activities,
the plans and objectives of our management, assumptions regarding our future performance and plans, and any
financial guidance provided therein are forward-looking statements within the meaning of Section 27A(i) of the
Securities Act of 1933 and Section 21E(i) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934. The words “believe,” “may,” “will,”
“estimate,” “continues,” “anticipate,” “intend,” “foresee,” “expect,” “should,” “could,” “plan,” “predict,” “project,” or their negatives and
similar expressions identify these forward-looking statements, although not all forward-looking statements contain
these identifying words.

The forward-looking statements contained in this prospectus are largely based on our expectations, which reflect
estimates and assumptions made by our management. These estimates and assumptions reflect our best judgment
based on currently known market conditions and other factors. Although we believe such estimates and assumptions
to be reasonable, they are inherently uncertain and involve a number of risks and uncertainties that are beyond our
control. In addition, management’s assumptions about future events may prove to be inaccurate. Management cautions
all readers that the forward-looking statements contained in this prospectus are not guarantees of future performance,
and we cannot assure any reader that such statements will be realized or the forward-looking events and circumstances
will occur. Actual results may differ materially from those anticipated or implied in the forward-looking statements
due to the factors listed in the “Risk Factors” section and elsewhere in this prospectus. All forward-looking statements
speak only as of the date of this prospectus. We do not intend to publicly update or revise any forward-looking
statements as a result of new information, future events or otherwise. These cautionary statements qualify all
forward-looking statements attributable to us, or persons acting on our behalf. The risks, contingencies and
uncertainties relate to, among other matters, the following: our business strategy; our financial position; our cash flow
and liquidity; integration of acquisitions; declines in the prices we receive for our oil and gas affecting our operating
results and cash flows; economic slowdowns that can adversely affect consumption of oil and gas by businesses and
consumers; uncertainties in estimating our oil and gas reserves; replacing our oil and gas reserves; uncertainties in
exploring for and producing oil and gas; our inability to obtain financing necessary in order to fund our operations,
capital expenditures, and to meet our other obligations; availability of drilling and production equipment and field
service providers; disruptions, capacity constraints in, or other limitations on the pipeline systems which deliver our
gas and other processing and transportation considerations; competition in the oil and gas industry; our inability to
retain and attract key personnel; the effects of government regulation and permitting and other legal requirements;
political instability in Colombia which could affect our right and ability to produce and exploit our holdings in that
country; weather patterns and poor field infrastructure which could affect our ability to produce and exploit our
holdings in Colombia; costs associated with perfecting title to mineral rights in some of our properties; and, other
factors discussed under “Risk Factors.”

Other factors besides those described in this prospectus, any prospectus supplement or the documents we incorporate
by reference herein could also affect our actual results. These forward-looking statements are largely based on our
expectations and beliefs concerning future events, which reflect estimates and assumptions made by our management.
These estimates and assumptions reflect our best judgment based on currently known market conditions and other
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beyond our control.
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USE OF PROCEEDS

Except as described in any prospectus supplement and any free writing prospectus in connection with a specific
offering, we currently intend to use the net proceeds from the sale of the securities offered under this prospectus for
general corporate purposes, including working capital.

When we offer a particular series of securities, we will describe the intended use of the net proceeds from that offering
in a prospectus supplement.

DESCRIPTION OF COMMON STOCK AND PREFERRED STOCK

The following description of our common stock and preferred stock, together with any additional information we
include in any applicable prospectus supplement or any related free writing prospectus, summarizes the material terms
and provisions of our common stock and the preferred stock that we may offer under this prospectus. While the terms
we have summarized below will apply generally to any future common stock or preferred stock that we may offer, we
will describe the particular terms of any class or series of these securities in more detail in the applicable prospectus
supplement. For the complete terms of our common stock and preferred stock, please refer to our certificate of
incorporation and our amended and restated bylaws that are incorporated by reference into the registration statement
of which this prospectus is a part or may be incorporated by reference in this prospectus or any applicable prospectus
supplement. The terms of these securities may also be affected by Delaware General Corporation Law. The summary
below and that contained in any applicable prospectus supplement or any related free writing prospectus are qualified
in their entirety by reference to our certificate of incorporation and our amended and restated bylaws.

Common Stock

We are authorized to issue 150,000,000 shares of common stock, par value $0.001 per share, of which 52,169,945
shares were issued and outstanding as of December 15, 2015. Additional shares of authorized common stock may be
issued, as authorized by our board of directors from time to time, without stockholder approval, except as may be
required by applicable securities exchange requirements. The holders of common stock possess exclusive voting rights
in us, except to the extent our board of directors specifies voting power with respect to any other class of securities
issued in the future. Each holder of our common stock is entitled to one vote for each share held of record on each
matter submitted to a vote of stockholders, including the election of directors. Stockholders do not have any right to
cumulate votes in the election of directors.

Subject to preferences that may be granted to the holders of preferred stock, each holder of our common stock is
entitled to share ratably in distributions to stockholders and to receive ratably such dividends as may be declared by
our board of directors out of funds legally available therefor. In the event of our liquidation, dissolution or winding up,
the holders of our common stock will be entitled to receive, after payment of all of our debts and liabilities and of all
sums to which holders of any preferred stock may be entitled, the distribution of any of our remaining assets. Holders
of our common stock have no conversion, exchange, sinking fund, redemption or appraisal rights (other than such as
may be determined by our board of directors in its sole discretion) and have no preemptive rights to subscribe for any
of our securities.

All of the outstanding shares of our common stock are, and the shares of common stock issued upon the conversion of
any securities convertible into our common stock will be, fully paid and non-assessable. The shares of common stock
offered by this prospectus or upon the conversion of any preferred stock or debt securities or exercise of any warrants
offered pursuant to this prospectus, when issued and paid for, will also be, fully paid and non-assessable.

Securities Exchange Listing
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Our common stock is listed on the NYSE MKT under the symbol “HUSA.”

Transfer Agent and Registrar

The transfer agent and registrar for our common stock is Standard Registrar and Transfer Company.
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Preferred Stock

We are authorized to issue 10,000,000 shares of preferred stock, par value $0.001 per share, none of which are issued
and outstanding as of the date of this prospectus. Our board of directors is authorized to classify or reclassify any
unissued portion of our authorized shares of preferred stock to provide for the issuance of shares of other classes or
series, including preferred stock in one or more series. We may issue preferred stock from time to time in one or more
class or series, with the exact terms of each class or series established by our board of directors. Our board of directors
may issue preferred stock with voting and other rights that could adversely affect the voting power of the holders of
our common stock without seeking stockholder approval. Additionally, the issuance of preferred stock may have the
effect of decreasing the market price of the common stock and may adversely affect the voting power of holders of
common stock and reduce the likelihood that common stockholders will receive dividend payments and payments
upon liquidation.

The rights, preferences, privileges and restrictions of the preferred stock of each series will be fixed by the certificate
of designation relating to each series. We will incorporate by reference into the registration statement of which this
prospectus is a part the form of any certificate of designation that describes the terms of the series of preferred stock
we are offering before the issuance of the related series of preferred stock. The applicable prospectus supplement will
specify the terms of the series of preferred stock we are offering, including, but not limited to:

–the distinctive designation and the maximum number of shares in the series;

–the number of shares we are offering and purchase price per share;

–the liquidation preference, if any;

–the terms on which dividends, if any, will be paid;

–the voting rights, if any, on the shares of the series;

–the terms and conditions, if any, on which the shares of the series shall be convertible into, or exchangeable for, shares
of any other class or classes of capital stock;

–the terms on which the shares may be redeemed, if at all;

–any listing of the preferred stock on any securities exchange or market;

–a discussion of any material or special United States federal income tax considerations applicable to the preferred
stock; and

–any or all other preferences, rights, restrictions, including restrictions on transferability, and qualifications of shares of
the series.

The issuance of preferred stock may delay, deter or prevent a change in control.

The description of preferred stock above and the description of the terms of a particular series of preferred stock in
any applicable prospectus supplement are not complete. You should refer to the applicable certificate of designation
for complete information.

The General Corporation Law of the State of Delaware, the state of our incorporation, provides that the holders of
preferred stock will have the right to vote separately as a class on any proposal involving fundamental changes in the
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rights of holders of that preferred stock. This right is in addition to any voting rights that may be provided for in the
applicable certificate of designation.
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Anti-Takeover Effects of Provisions of our Charter Documents and Delaware Law

The following is a summary of certain provisions of Delaware law, our certificate of incorporation and our amended
and restated bylaws. This summary does not purport to be complete and is qualified in its entirety by reference to the
corporate law of Delaware and our certificate of incorporation and amended and restated bylaws.

Certificate of Incorporation and Bylaws

Preferred Stock. Under our certificate of incorporation, our board of directors has the power to authorize the issuance
of up to 10,000,000 shares of preferred stock, all of which are currently undesignated, and to determine the price,
rights, preferences, privileges and restrictions, including voting rights, of those shares without further vote or action
by our stockholders. The issuance of preferred stock may:

–delay, defer or prevent a change in control;

–discourage bids for our common stock at a premium over the market price of our common stock;

–adversely affect the voting and other rights of the holders of our common stock; and

–discourage acquisition proposals or tender offers for our shares and, as a consequence, inhibit fluctuations in the
market price of our shares that could result from actual or rumored takeover attempts.

Advance Notice Requirement. Stockholder nominations of individuals for election to our board of directors and
stockholder proposals of other matters to be brought before an annual meeting of our stockholders must comply with
the advance notice procedures set forth in our amended and restated bylaws. Generally, to be timely, such notice must
be received at our principal executive offices no later than the date specified in our proxy statement released to
stockholders in connection with the preceding year’s annual meeting of stockholders, which date shall be not earlier
than the 90th day, nor later than the close of business on the 70th day, prior to the first anniversary of the date of the
preceding year’s annual meeting of stockholders.

Special Meeting Requirements. Our amended and restated bylaws provide that special meetings of our stockholders
may only be called at the request of our board of directors or holders of at least ten percent (10%) of the shares
entitled to vote at a meeting. Only such business shall be considered at a special meeting as shall have been stated in
the notice for such meeting.

No Cumulative Voting. Our certificate of incorporation does not include a provision for cumulative voting for
directors.

Classified Board; Removal of Director. Our certificate of incorporation provides that the members of our board of
directors are divided into three classes as nearly equal as possible. Each class is elected for a three-year term. At each
annual meeting of shareholders, approximately one-third of the members of the board of directors are elected for a
three-year term and the other directors remain in office until their three-year terms expire. Furthermore, our certificate
of incorporation provides that no director may be removed without the affirmative vote of the holders of at least
two-thirds of the voting power of the outstanding capital stock entitled to vote for the election of directors. Thus,
control of the board of directors cannot be changed in one year without removing the directors by a vote of two-thirds
of the stockholders; rather, at least two annual meetings must be held before a majority of the members of the board of
directors could be changed.

Indemnification. Our certificate of incorporation and our bylaws, as amended, provide that we will indemnify our
officers and directors against losses they incur in investigations and legal proceedings resulting from their services to
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us, which may include service in connection with takeover defense measures.

Delaware Anti-Takeover Statute.

We are subject to Section 203 of the Delaware General Corporation Law, an anti-takeover law. In general, Section
203 prohibits, with some exceptions, a publicly held Delaware corporation from engaging in a “business combination”
with any “interested stockholder” for a period of three years following the date that stockholder became an interested
stockholder, unless:

8

Edgar Filing: HOUSTON AMERICAN ENERGY CORP - Form S-3

20



Table of Contents

– prior to that date, the board of directors of the corporation approved either the business combination or the
transaction that resulted in the stockholder becoming an interested stockholder;

–

upon consummation of the transaction that resulted in the stockholder becoming an interested stockholder, the
interested stockholder owned at least 85% of the voting stock of the corporation outstanding at the time the
transaction commenced, excluding for purposes of determining the number of shares of voting stock outstanding (but
not the voting stock owned by the interested stockholder) those shares owned by persons who are directors and
officers and by excluding employee stock plans in which employee participants do not have the right to determine
whether shares held subject to the plan will be tendered in a tender or exchange offer; or

–
on or subsequent to that date, the business combination is approved by the board of directors of the corporation and
authorized at an annual or special meeting of stockholders, and not by written consent, by the affirmative vote of at
least 66-2/3% of the outstanding voting stock that is not owned by the interested stockholder.

Section 203 defines “business combination” to include any of the following:

–any merger or consolidation involving the corporation and the interested stockholder;

–any sale, transfer, pledge or other disposition of 10% or more of the assets of the corporation involving the interested
stockholder;

–subject to certain exceptions, any transaction that results in the issuance or transfer by the corporation of any stock of
the corporation to the interested stockholder;

–any transaction involving the corporation that has the effect of increasing the proportionate share of the stock of any
class or series of the corporation beneficially owned by the interested stockholder; or

–the receipt by the interested stockholder of the benefit of any loans, advances, guarantees, pledges or other financial
benefits provided by or through the corporation.

In general, Section 203 defines an “interested stockholder” as any person who, together with the person’s affiliates and
associates, beneficially owns, or within three years prior to the determination of interested stockholder status did
beneficially own, 15% or more of the outstanding voting stock of the corporation.

The above provisions may deter a hostile takeover or delay a change in control of management or us.

DESCRIPTION OF DEBT SECURITIES

General
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