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Item 5.   Other Events.

     On March 18, 2001, The Interpublic Group of Companies, Inc. ("Interpublic")
and Veritas Acquisition Corp., a wholly-owned subsidiary of Interpublic ("Sub"),
entered into an Agreement and Plan of Merger (the "Merger Agreement") with True
North Communications Inc. ("True North"), pursuant to which Sub will be merged
with and into True North (the "Merger") and True North will become a
wholly-owned subsidiary of Interpublic. Consummation of the Merger is subject to
various conditions, including approval by the stockholders of True North and the
receipt of all requisite regulatory approvals.

     The foregoing description of the Merger Agreement is qualified in its
entirety by reference to the full text of the agreement, which is attached
hereto as Exhibit 2.1 and is incorporated herein by reference.
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     The press release issued by Interpublic with respect to the execution of
the Merger Agreement on March 19, 2001 is attached as Exhibit 99.1 and is
incorporated herein by reference.

Item 7.  Financial Statements, Pro Forma Financial Information and Exhibits.

     Exhibits.

     2.1   Agreement and Plan of Merger, dated as of March 18, 2001, among The
           Interpublic Group of Companies, Inc., Veritas Acquisition Corp. and
           True North Communications Inc.

     99.1  Press Release dated March 19, 2001.

                                   SIGNATURES

     Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the
registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

                                                THE INTERPUBLIC GROUP OF
                                                  COMPANIES, INC.

Date: March 19, 2001                            By:  /s/ Nicholas J. Camera
                                                   --------------------------
                                                   Nicholas J. Camera
                                                   SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT,
                                                   GENERAL COUNSEL AND SECRETARY
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