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Item 5.02. Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers;
Compensatory Arrangements of Certain Officers.

On August 20, 2014, the Board of Directors (“Board”) of Acuity Brands, Inc. (the “Company”) increased the size of the
Board from nine to ten members and elected James H. Hance, Jr. to the Board. Mr. Hance was appointed to the class
of directors whose term expires at the annual meeting for fiscal year 2015 and appointed to the Governance and Audit
Committees.
Mr. Hance is an operating executive of The Carlyle Group (“Carlyle”) and serves on its board of directors. Prior to
joining Carlyle in 2005, Mr. Hance was the former Chief Financial Officer and former Vice Chairman and member of
the board of Bank of America where he spent 18 years. He is a certified public accountant and worked for Price
Waterhouse (now PricewaterhouseCoopers) for 17 years. Mr. Hance is currently a director of Duke Energy
Corporation, Cousins Properties, Inc., and Ford Motor Company.
The Board determined that Mr. Hance was qualified to serve as a director on the Company’s Board due to his extensive
management, operational, and financial expertise, as well as his service on other public company boards.
Mr. Hance will participate in the standard non-employee director compensation arrangements described in the
Company’s 2013 proxy statement. In accordance with the standard compensation arrangements, the Board of Directors
approved a one-time restricted stock award for Mr. Hance with a value of $20,000 under the Corporation’s 2012
Omnibus Stock Incentive Compensation Plan. The stock award will vest ratably over three years. Additionally, the
Company has entered into its standard form of Indemnification Agreement with Mr. Hance that provides for the
Company to indemnify directors against all expenses (as defined in the agreement), judgments, fines and amounts
paid in settlement actually and reasonably incurred by a director and arising out of the director’s service. The Form of
Indemnification Agreement was previously filed with the Commission in a Form 8-K on February 9, 2010.
Signatures
Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be
signed on its behalf by the undersigned thereunto duly authorized.
Date: August 21, 2014

ACUITY BRANDS, INC.

By: /s/ Richard K. Reece
Richard K. Reece
Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer
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