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Item 5.  Other Events.

On July 8, 2004 the registrant entered into an Agreement and Plan of
Reorganization and Merger dated July 8, 2004 with Bank of Amador, a California
banking corporation, regarding the proposed acquisition of Bank of Amador by
American River Bankshares. Attached hereto as Exhibit 99.1 and incorporated
herein by this reference is a copy of said Agreement and Plan of Reorganization
and Merger dated July 8, 2004. On July 8, 2004 the registrant issued a Press
Release, "American River Bankshares and Bank of Amador Announce Merger."
Attached hereto as Exhibit 99.2 and incorporated herein by this reference is a
copy of said press release dated July 8, 2004. The subject transaction has been
approved by the Boards of Directors of American River Bankshares, American River
Bank and Bank of Amador. Consummation of the transaction remains subject to the
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approval of the shareholders of American River Bankshares and the receipt of all
applicable regulatory approvals, plus other terms and conditions customary for
transactions of this type, as set forth in the Agreement and Plan of
Reorganization and Merger.

Item 7.  Financial Statements and Exhibits.

(99.1) Agreement and Plan of Reorganization and Merger dated July 8, 2004.

(99.2) Press Release of American River Bankshares dated July 8, 2004.

                                   SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the
registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

                                    AMERICAN RIVER BANKSHARES

                                    /s/ MITCHELL A. DERENZO
                                    --------------------------------------------
                                    Mitchell A. Derenzo, Chief Financial Officer
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